Discussion Material for Small Groups and individual reflection

1 Corinthians 5:6-13
This week’s discussion material continues to focus on the issue of sin within the church community and the attitude and response of fellow believers to this sin. These verses follow on directly from 5:1-5 as Paul now unpacks the potential effect and danger of allowing someone to remain in church fellowship if they continue to willfully sin and remain unrepentant. He also addresses how the church should respond.
Open It

1. Reflect for a moment on who disciplined you as a child. How did you view them or respond to them at the time? How do you feel about what they did now you are older?
Think about this question and then share your mind and heart responses. 

  

Explore It

2. Paul begins with an illustration of the effects of yeast in batch of dough. What do each of the elements of the illustration refer to:

· Yeast = 

· Batch of dough = 

· Old yeast = 

· New unleavened batch = 
3. What are the Corinthian’s ‘boasting’ about? (5:2, 6)
4. Paul encourages the Corinthian Christian’s to be a ‘new unleavened batch - as you really are’. What does that say about their status or position in God’s eyes? (5:7)
5. Some Christians practice a doctrine of “double separation.” First, they separate themselves from the evil influences in the world (the holy huddle syndrome). Second, they separate themselves from Christians who have not separated themselves from the world. What sort of separation is taught in these verses? (5:9-13)
  

Get It

6. Why is tolerating and associating with those who willfully sin and are unrepentant in the church more dangerous than keeping company with immoral people in secular society?
7.  Who are we called to judge? If you were writing a policy on church discipline for GWAC, what main principles and procedures would you include?
Apply It

8. Reflect on your attitudes towards 1) immoral people outside the church, and 2) those willful, unrepentant sinners inside the church. Who do you tend to judge more harshly?
