1 Corinthians 1:1-3

 1 Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes,  2 To the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be his holy people, together with all those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ—their Lord and ours: 3 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Group Discussion:

Intro:

Think about a letter or e-mail that you have received that greatly encourgaed you to keep growing in Christ.  Who was it from?  In what way did it encourage you?
How does Paul identify himself? 
 Is he just bragging? Showing off? Pulling rank? 

Looking deeper: 

(1) Read 1 Corinthians 1:11-13. Does Paul's claim to be an apostle show that he is trying to assert his authority over "these other guys" listed in vv. 11-13? 
 (2) What kind of "apostle" does Paul claim to be? (v.1 "An apostle...by the will of God.") 
(3) To whom is Paul writing?              
(4) How does he describe the church members? 

(5) How can they be sanctified and not yet holy? 
Thinking it through

· Take some time to write down what it means to you to say of Jesus Christ that he is “their Lord and ours”?  

· Share your ideas with the group and then pray that God would help your small group grow closer together as you learn form this letter.
