Small Group Bible Study For 1 Corinthians 3:10-17
(Sermon at 8am & 10.30am on 26th April)

(This study is designed to help you think through the issues of the passage . Use what you find helpful to unearth its truth and apply it in your life. You may not use it all in the time you have available.)
Paul continues with his major themes from the first 3 chapters. First, the question of preferring one leader over another, which creates divisions within the church. And the second, being related to the first issue, is the question of who has the greater ‘wisdom’. Paul now follows up his analogy or picture from verses 1-9 and deals with the issue of what leaders are building in the church at Corinth.
1. Discussion: Have you ever built something from the ground up? Perhaps a cubby or dolls house, or maybe a flower arrangement or craft item? How about a project at school?

a. Briefly share with the group the planning and preparation process that went into the construction.

b. What were the fundamentals you had to get right at the beginning to make sure the rest of the project succeeded?

c. When you got your initial fundamentals right did that help to make the rest of your project better or worse?

2. Paul shifts his analogy from agriculture to architecture at the end of verse 9. What are the parallels in the two analogies?

3. Paul is the foundation layer, a job he has been appointed by God to do (see v.10) and someone else is building on what he has laid. Who do you believe Paul is referring to? (Remember the context of the first 3 chapters).

4. What is Paul’s warning to the other ‘builders’?
5. What is Paul’s foundation?

6. The warning in verse 10 about the quality of workmanship upon the foundation is developed further by Paul in verses 12-15.

a. What are the differences in the building materials listed in verse 12?

b. What is the ‘Day’ Paul refers to?

c. The ‘fire’ refers to a testing of ones workmanship rather than a refining fire. What happens to those whose work is tested by fire?
7. Paul’s reason for shifting to a building analogy becomes clear in verses 16 & 17 as he challenges the Corinthian Christians about who they really are – God’s temple in Corinth.

a. Who is the ‘temple’? (note that the ‘you yourselves’ and ‘your’ in the verse are in the plural)

b. What are the implications for you in your small group and in the wider church community at GWAC from the reality contained in this verse 16?

c. Similarly, what are the implications of verse 17 for those, especially leaders or teachers who are in view here, whose words or actions lead to the ‘destruction’ of the God’s ‘temple’?

8. Take time to review the following areas of your life, faith, ministry, and your small group and ask the following questions:

a. Am I/are we building upon the foundation of Christ Jesus?

b. Is what I/we building in line with the foundation, its quality and original purposes?

c. What do I/we need to keep doing or enhance?

d. What do I/we need to stop doing or reshape?

Take some time in prayer to submit your thoughts and review before God, asking him to show you what you are doing that will last the test on the final Day and will stand for eternity and that which will not. Thank him for his grace, mercy and forgiveness if he is redirecting you.
