Discussion Material for Small Groups and individual reflection

1 Corinthians 5:1-6
 

This weeks discussion material focuses on the issue of sin within the church community and the attitude and response of fellow believers to this sin.  Central to what Paul addresses is the sin of "boasting" on the part of fellow believers; they were 'smug' in their response, presumably because of their sophisticated "enlightened" tolerance of blatent sin.

Open It

1. For what kinds of things were you disciplined as a child? 

  

Think about this question and then share your mind and heart responses. 

  

Explore It

2. Why did the Corinthians tolerate immorality in their church? (5:2) 

3. Under what conditions was the Corinthian church to expel their immoral member? Why? (5:4-5) 

4. Why was it necessary for the Corinthian church to expel a man from their congregation? (5:5-6) 

5. To what boasting did Paul refer? (5:6) 

  

Get It

6. How should any church react to gross sin practiced by a stubborn member? 

7. What is difficult and complicated about disciplining a sinning Christian? 

8. What does it mean to "hand someone over to Satan"? 

Apply It

9. What habits can you cultivate to prevent yourself from becoming callous to the sins of other people? 

