Home Group Bible Study For 1 Corinthians 3.1-3

(Sermon at 8am & 10.30am on 5th April)

Discussion question: What do people say the behaviour & attitudes of a ‘spiritually mature’ person are? What things immediately come to mind 

Read 1 Corinthians 3.1-4

Paul calls the Corinthians ‘worldly’ (or ‘of the flesh’)—they are still showing the same values they had  when they first heard the gospel from him. It’s like they are still spiritual babies.

Skim through 1.18-2.16 and note what Paul says about what being ‘spiritual’ involves and what being ‘worldly’ (or ‘fleshly’) involves.
	‘SPIRITUAL’ involves:
	‘WORLDLY’ involves:

	
	

	
	

	
	


Why does Paul call the Corinthians ‘worldly’? How do these things show them to be spiritually immature? What does this tell you about spiritual maturity?

How might jealously and quarrelling be a result of favouring particular leaders (v3-4)? How have you experienced ‘guru-chasing’ and it’s negative effects in your life, your work or your church experiences? 

What  is jealousy and how does it affect us in our circumstances? Is it something you struggle with at church? Do you look at others and think ‘I wish I had what they have’? 

Have you ever thought of it as “worldly” and non spiritual and dangerous.....or have you just seen it as inevitable..... just people behaving badly.....Or “just being human...”?

One important difference between spiritual maturity and worldliness is the attitude to the cross of Christ. How might seeing the cross as the power of God to save be an antidote to ‘guru-chasing’ and jealously/quarrelling?

If being spiritually mature involves living a life which is shaped by the cross, what might some other behaviours be which would indicate  spiritual maturity?

Are there particular attitudes and behaviours in which you are worldly? What are some practical steps you can take to grow in spiritual maturity? 

How might this group help each other to grow in our understanding and appreciation of the cross and living lives which are shaped by it?

PRAY TOGETHER ABOUT THIS! Also giving thanks for his work in our lives Read 1:30-31

