Living with Fire
Leviticus 1- 7 “Sin, Sacrifice & Salvation”
DISCUSSION RESOURCE FOR LIFE GROUPS
Reading the text – Lev 1:1-6:7
In your group, divide into pairs and then decide how best to have the whole group read the whole text together.  (Be as creative OR simple as you want to be so long as the text is read and people have time to appreciate the flow and focus of each section)
Remain in pairs and spend time considering ONE of the five offerings detailed in the reading.  As you discuss with your partner the detail of the specific sacrificial offering, consider:
· Who was to do what?
· What is the stated precursor to the offering?

· Consider some of the specific detail that grabs your attention and discuss potential meaning
· Read Leviticus 6:8-7:38 and note any new information about sacrifice offerings that were not seen in the first reading earlier.

NOW – gather as a group and share your key insights.

GOD’S INITIATIVE IN RESTORING RELATIONSHIP

The sacrificial process or system is not something thought up and strategically planned by humans so that we might be able to placate God’s wrath.  THIS IS GOD’S INITIATIVE.  This is part of God’s redemptive plan and purpose.  This restoration was always going to be costly – God initiated it AT HIS COST.  
Suggest that individuals consider - Heb 9:14-15; 10:8-14 and then share thoughts and ideas connected with the notion that God is the one who initiated His redemptive plan known as the sacrificial system.

· In what way is the sacrificial system effective?

· Share your insights as to how atonement happens?
From understanding to application:

1. Read 1 John 1:8-10 and consider how it is that the human heart, confession and forgiveness factor when it comes to living under the efficacy of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ.

2. In what way does God’s Holiness instruct us in our personal and corporate celebration and discipleship.  Look at the following Bible texts and draw on insights

a. Romans 3:23-25

b. 1 Peter 2:19 (and following verses)

c. 2 Cor 5:21

CONCLUSION 

Read Hebrews 13:15.  
“Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise – the fruit of lips that openly profess his name.  And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices, God is pleased”
Share insights or promptings as to what this might mean for you as you worship our Holy God

