Living with Fire
Leviticus 17-27 “Holy Living”
DISCUSSION RESOURCE FOR LIFE GROUPS
Share together what you recall from the last 4 weeks of sermons and studies. Summarise the basic message of Leviticus so far 

What is holiness? What does a holy person look like?

Reading the text 
Divide into groups of 2-3 and have each group read and summarise one of the following passages: 

1. Lev 17-18

2. Lev 20 and 24

3. Lev 26

Gather as a group and briefly share what you discovered
Looking at the context

The first 16 chapters of Leviticus are dense with theology, packed with sin, sacrifice and salvation

But it leaves us with the question: What now?

What now for God’s people as they live their lives in God’s presence?

What now, for God’s people as they make contact with and interact with world around them; the world God loves? 

Lev 17-27 answers the ‘what now for the Israelites’ question
Read Lev 19. 
What, according to Lev19, does a holy life look like?

Are there any surprises as you read the text? Are they any differences between what we read here and the answers you gave to the opening question?

How does Leviticus 19:1-2 provide encouragement to God’s people to be holy 

How are holiness and love related? (See also 1 Thessalonians 3:12-13; 1 John 4:7-8) 
Read Leviticus 20:26. What does God add to his initial statement in 19:1?
Holiness has been described as a status, a standard and a function. Discuss this
From understanding to application:

1. Any laws that have been renewed under the new covenant still apply to us as Christians. 
Jesus summed up the whole law in these words 
‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart ...and soul ... and strength ... and mind...

 and love your neighbour as yourself” Luke 11:25-28

In view of Jesus’ words, which laws in Leviticus 19 are renewed and apply to us as new covenant people? Which do not?
2. The first 18 verses of Leviticus build up to the climax in 19:18b. The Hebrew word for ‘love’, has self-denial at its heart. This kind of love is beyond us unless we undergo radical surgery which shatters our selfishness and breaks our hearts.

In what ways do you find it hard to ‘love your neighbour as yourself’? How willing are you to pray for radical surgery?

3. Read 1 Peter 2:9 which reminds us that just as Israel was set apart to reflect God’s holy character to the world, so are we. What opportunities do you have to do this is your daily life? Share some of the joys and challenges  
CONCLUSION 

Read 1 Thessalonians 3:12-13 and 5:23-4 
... and pray these prayers for each other

