Small Group Discussion Outline

ACCOUNTABLE SERVANTHOOD  1 Corinthians 4:1-13
 

In the sermon on this passage at GWAC, Drew identified 5 distinctives of an Accountable Servant Leader.  In doing this, he stressed the point that all believers who seek to be a servant of God, to some degree offer servant leadership and therefore the 5 distinctives are appropriate for each believer to identify and focus on.  They are:

 

· A Servant and Steward

· Faithful

· Perform for God alone

· Biblical Foundation for life

· Live the Theology of the Cross

Open It

1. Read together the passage of scripture - and locate where each distinctive is taken from.  

  

Explore It 

Take some time to explore the passage individually, using the following questions to help you.  Write any thoughts or responses down and then share with others in your group. 

2. How did Paul want the Corinthians to regard Christian leaders? (4:1) 
3. What does this passage teach about the life of an apostle? (4:1-5, 8-16) 
4. What attitudes should Christian leaders have? (4:2-4) 
5. Why should we judge "nothing before the appointed time"? (4:5) 

6. How were the Corinthians going beyond the teaching of Scripture in their behavior and attitudes? (4:6) 
7. Why did Paul warn the Corinthians about pride? (4:7-13) 
Get It

8.  Spend some time thinking about the way Paul uses the Biblical scriptures (remember the Bible for Paul was what we call the Old Testament) as part of his teaching of the Corinthian Church.  Specifically, look at 1:29, 31, and 1:19.  Look back at what you wrote to question 6 above.  You will need to look back over the earlier chapters of the letter.  

9. How does GWAC help believers Biblically reflect upon life experiences? 
10. What else whould be helpful for GWAC to do FOR YOU, so that the Bible might instruct you in Christian living? 
  

Apply It

11. A "Theology of the Cross" approach to life is displayed in the life of the Apostle Paul.  It is also reflected in the way Jesus lived and what he called us to.  Read Matthew 16:24-28, Matthew 10:32-39 What can we expect to be confronted by in life as we seek to live for Jesus? 
12. Think again about the 5 distinctives of being an accountable servant leader.  Go back to the top of the sheet and underline the distinctive that you believe you need to seek God's empowering so that you can relfect this distinctive in your life this coming week.

